




“I have described the atonement, the central 
doctrine of Christianity, as vicious, sado-

masochistic and repellent. We should also 
dismiss it as barking mad . . .”

Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion  p 287





FORGIVENESS



“. . . for this is my blood, which confirms 
the covenant between God and his people. 
It is poured out as a sacrifice to forgive the 

sins of many.
Jesus - Matthew 26:28



“. . . If God wanted to forgive our sins, why not 
just forgive them, without having himself 

tortured and executed in payment?“
Dawkins, The God Delusion,  p 287



In order for someone to be forgiven why must 
there be punishment at all? We know of victims 
who have forgiven their assailants even though 
they have never been punished, and we know 

of other victims who won't forgive their 
assailants even after they have been punished. 



To forgive someone doesn't mean that you 
must first punish the offender at all. 

Forgiveness doesn't really depend upon the 
remorse of the offender, either, although it 

does help quite a bit.



If the cross was needed to pay the punishment for 
my sins, then how can God really be a forgiving 

God? Forgiveness doesn't require punishment. To 
put it bluntly, if I can't forgive you for striking me 
on the chin until I return the blow back to you, or 

to someone else, then that's not forgiveness, 
that's retaliation, or sweet revenge!

-John Loftus



FORGIVENESS



IN FORGIVING US,
 JESUS SUFFERED ON THE 

CROSS THE COST 
OF OUR SINS AGAINST GOD.



FORGIVENESS



RANSOM
FORGIVENESS



For even the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.
Mark 10:45



He came . . . to give away his life in exchange 
for the many who are held hostage.

Matthew 20:28 The Message



JESUS RANSOMED US 
FROM THE PRISON OF 

SIN BY PURCHASING OUR 
FREEDOM THROUGH HIS 

DEATH ON THE CROSS.  
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SUBSTITUTE



For Christ's love compels us, 
because we are convinced that one 
died for all, and therefore all died.  

2 Corinthians 5:14 



For Christ also suffered once for 
sins, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, to bring you to God.
1 Peter 3:18



But he was pierced for our transgressions, he 
was crushed for our iniquities; the 

punishment that brought us peace was upon 
him, and by his wounds we are healed.

Isaiah 53:5



The essence of sin is we human beings 
substituting ourselves for God, while the 
essence of salvation is God substituting 

himself for us.  We . . .  put ourselves 
where only God deserves to be; God . . . 

puts himself where we deserve to be.
John Stott   



AS MY SUBSTITUTE, 
JESUS DIES IN MY PLACE.
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SUBSTITUTE
SACRIFICE



For everyone has sinned; we all fall 
short of God’s glorious standard.  

Romans 3:23 NLT



Christ loved us and gave himself 
up for us as a fragrant offering 

and sacrifice to God. 
Ephesians 5:2



AS OUR SACRIFICE, JESUS GAVE HIS 
LIFE FOR AND EXCHANGED HIS 

RIGHTEOUSNESS WITH US SO, THAT 
WE COULD BE MADE RIGHT WITH 

GOD.
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